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Introduction

I'm not exactly sure where the idea for Oscar and Annie came to me from. Physically, Oscar is
loosely inspired by a character named "Goob" from the Disney movie, "Meet the Robinsons."

Cute little fella, ain't he? His sleepy eyes and the fact that he looked so incredibly un-athletic,
yet he was wearing a baseball uniform, just appealed to me. Probably why Oscar's always
wearing a green sports-looking jersey with the number "1" on it. I like the irony going on there.

And Annie? I really don't know. Maybe I needed someone for Oscar to play off of, and
naturally thought of a character who's outgoing and boisterous, and brings Oscar out of his shell
and just adores him, for whatever reason. Yep, I guess that must've been it. :-)



I think Oscar's imaginary friend Steve came along because he's so introverted, I figured that's the
kind of friend he'd have had before Annie showed up. Steve is named after a dear friend of
mine. I think he'd enjoy knowing that [ named a cartoon character after him.

I drew up a few dozen strips or so, and decided to enter it into an online comic strip contest in
2012. Oscar and Annie made it all the way to the final round of 13, out of 120-some strips that
started. It didn't win, but it made me think I'd like to do more with it someday.

And, someday turned out to be this year.

I'd been doing a comic strip called I'm Telling Mom! (the latest version of my old WonderBrat
comic strip) for a few years online, and I was ready to try something new. I took a fresh look at

the Oscar and Annie strips, and decided to see if I could come up with some new ones.

I did, and so far, they've kept coming. I am really enjoying exploring these characters and seeing
where they take me.

I had a few dozen Mom! strips that I'd run online but never put into book form, so I thought I'd
include them here as a little bonus at the end.

Thanks, again, for coming along for the ride and reading my latest comics!
Enjoy!

Gary,
2016
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TELLINGMOMCOMICS.COM

QOU KNOW), MOST PEOPLE
EVENTUALLR START (SING THEIR
OTHER SENSES TO EXPLORE.
THEIR ENVIRONMENTS...

IF T AINT BROKE,
DONT FIX \T!

HEY, ‘
JIMMY.

HER, HAROLD! TM
IN HERE. PLARING
WITH FRED!

A CAMO-CAT! HE
CHANGES IS FUR
COLOR TO MATCH

HIS RACKGROUND'

Q

! ACAMO-CAT... / (DALL...OR
THE FLOOR?




JIMMQ THERE 1S NO SUCH TUING
AS A CAMO-CAT! NOW,LET'S

© G.Felress
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TELLINGMOMCOMICS.COM

(JERE BEINGTHE
2l JCOLOR OF THE
CARPET! Goop
JOB, FREDDIE!

HMM...LOOKS \ GET ASAMPLE.
LIKE FREDS | OF ITANDTLL
KINDA GOT | DROP (T OFF

THE RUNS, [ AT THEVETS.
MOM...

TELLINGMOMCOMICS.COM

SORRY, OL BUDY, T
CANT PLAQ GUITH QU
RIGHT NOW. T 6OTTA
GO TAKE QUUR POD
COMEQERE. S0 SDME-
BOBR CAN LOOK AT 1T

.. MAN, HOMANS
ARE (EIRD.
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HEQ, HES, | ROR, FREDDE. \ QeP!
JIMMY HARDLD! YORE 15 BETTIN
. BIG, ISNT HE?
é
S
OM...
HER, JIMMY.

MY LITTLE BROTHER
GAVE IT TO ME.
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HERE'S A LDLLIPOP, BAROLD,
BUT QOU HAFTA PROMISE. NOT
TO CHOKE IT.

WNOT TO _ QEAH- MOM SAID,
CHOKE (T )"(E HAVE TO
LEAVE S00N, 50
NO LOLIYGABGING.”
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T DONT SEE QHAT
ONE THING FASTO |
DO (ITH THE CTHER.

(OHQ GOV DONT
WANT TO TAKE
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T JUSTDONT \ / WELL, UPHERE,
ONDERGTAND | T CAN BREATHE
AR, RIBHT?

RIGHT... )" AND DOWN THERE,

T CANT,RIGHT?
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TMNOT ASKING

Q00 TO STAQ DO ( THOUBHTFOL!
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HES, HAROLD-
(OHAT CHA

(HAT DOES
[T LOOK LIKE
IM DOINGT

0L MEAN BE-\/ HAR-HAR.
CIDES BLINDING \T'M BEING
EVERQBODY WITH | A LIFE-

QOUR AWESOME. | GLARD!
FARMER'S TAN?
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SOME. LIFEGUARD YOU ARE‘.\
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ANQROD? LHEN Q00 CAN'T
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IM NOT HERE TO SAVE
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ROURTECHNOLOGR 15 FAR MORE | | THEQ COMPLETELY LOST ALL
ADVANCED THAN OUR OWN! WE. | [CREDIRILITR 6K ME AT
HAVE COME TO GLEAN KNOWL- | [THAT POINT.
EDGE AND LISDOM FROM QOUR MOST NOT GATCH
VASTLR SUPERIOR MINDS! ALOT OF MOVIES
ONTHEIR PLANET!

GREETINGS, EARTHLING!
WE COME N PEACE

BOR...HAROLD MOST '\ NAH... HE JUST KNOWS
REALLQ LIKE WIS JTHAT IF HE EATS ‘EM
MOMS SANDWICHES! / FAST WE. GIONT BE. ARLE
TO TASTE OWATEVERS
INGIDE ‘EM!




T'M PRODUCING
TOO MUCH SALIVA,

DIDIA GET Q0UR NAH, MQ
HOMEL)ORK DONE ROROTS
GET, SIMMQ? DOING [T

FOR ME.

QEAM, TDECIGNED AROBOT  [THAVENODEA / WELL,
TODO ALLOF MO CHORES | LOKQ T DINT
AND HOMELORK AD STUFE | THINK OF IT

FOR ME...




" OGH. LITTER ROX
CLEANING. (OMAT
A GROSS J0B.

T PREFER TO THINK OF
IT AS "PANNING FOR
GOLD.™

THANKS FOR FOLDING ALL | [4ouRe S0, WHERE |
MQ SOCKS FOR ME, MOM | WELCOME, DO THEY
K(— RENS| ... GOR

QoU DONT '\ I LEARNED
KNOLY UHERE. | SOMETHING
QOUR SOCK. , L NEL TODAY.
DRAGER 152 ) SOMETHING

ELSE HADDA
Go!




HEY, | QEAH? | [TTHNKTHE | (| [S0.LHERE) T DONNO... | [NAW.. WE
LEFTQ! COAST IS CLEARY)  SOEET | [Q/0OANNA ) HOW ABDUT | JWENT THERE ;
{ 607 | [LAST TIME....

THE NAW... WE'LL WEAH.. HEQ! IN THE BASEMENT, ( QEAM... HE'LL IT's ,
DOGHOUSES | CHEW LS TO / 95 %;pT UNDERNEATH THE STAIRS' | |NEVER FtNP PERFECT!
IT .

US THERE

|

OOHERE THE HECK ARE
MR STUPID SLIPPERS,
MAS T SWEAR, THER
WERE RIGHT HERE'

(OELL, THER
DONT JUeT
GET UP AND
ALK, AWAR,
HAROLD...!
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WATCKING THE | [ISN'T ITHICETO STAND \ L4 £ £
DOING, HARDLD? )

RAIN QUTSIDE . INSIDE WHERE TS
WARM AND DRY, WHEN
DRt ool
INGTO 0S
FEWFEET AWM L X/
,d
ViR ,

oor WAAUGHY!

T SAQ, QOU CANT FULLY APPRECIATE
HOW) G)ARM AND DRS {00 ARE,
ONT\ LQOU GEY ALL COLD AND GET.
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THANKS FOR FOLDING ALL S0, WHERE | UM... IN
MQ SOCKS FOR ME, MOM! WELCOME, DO THEY | QWOLR SOCK
BCR DRAWER.
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QOO DONT '\ T LEARNED

KNOW WHERE. | SOMETHING
QOUR SOCK , L NEW TODA?
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Go!

OH, NO, MAAM, DONT (JORRY... IT WAS RUETORICAL...,
Q00 WERENT DISTURBING ME IT (AS RHETORICAL.... I
OR ANSTHING.. TRANK 900 FOR

ASKING ME THOUGH...




T CAN SKIP ROPE 100 TIMES
IN A ROW! WANNA SEER

OH. HEQ, SIMMY. | |WHY DOES\ TWAS WEARING IT| [AND 900 /ANDWASHALL | [TELL MEQOUVE  /DDR00 kN0
MOST BE MY QOUR  \WHENTHE BROINS| [MAVENT  THE GODD LUCK | [AT LEAST GASHED| ARTHING
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I just ate!

SANTA CLAUS \S , SOMETHING AROUT THAT SONGS
COMIN' - - To TOWN" ALWDARS SOUNDED A LITTLE.

MENACING TO ME
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S0, GHATD Q0L ASK FOR STiLL )
FOR CHRISTMAS, SIMMYC (ORKING
ON IT, EH?

T HAVENT MADE ./~ WELL....
OUT A LIST T
(OHAT AM T

GONNA DO??

/

I

CHRISTMAS 15 IN TWO
WEEKS, HAROLD! SANTALL.
NEVER e:.r [T INTIME!

(DELL

LENIENT...!

£ DEADLINE, HAROLD ! | WELL GHeN
wmsmes; N Mo )
D CURS?/ TINK T
DEADLINE?S g T
T DONT KNOW..TM
SURE SANTA (L RE




TCANT WRITE
MRLETTERTO
SANTA! T CANT
THINK UNDER
PRESSURE!

(JUST TAKE QORTIME, |
ANDTELL SANTA WHAT
(WANT.

W

WELL, THEX NOTIME! GOTTA
POST OF~ | TAKE IT THERE
FICE16../  MQsELF!




T NEVER MADE [T TO THE NORTH
POLE, HAROLD. SANTA NEVER
GOT MY LIST, AND NOW) HE'S
GONNA 6NE ME S0CKS AND
UNDEREAR. FOR CRRISTMAS,

IIVSTRON(T..

JIMML SANTA ALWAQS BRINGG
TONS OF LOOT FOR THE 600D
KIDS, AND QOURE ALDARS

A 600D KID!

b

SURE.. NOT TOO BRIGHT MAQRE... .50, bHAT DOES

NOT ALL THAT COORDINATED... [SANTABRING FOR '/ S0CkS

AND 40U GAQ ALOT OF DUMB | THE KIDS (RO AND

THINGS, ADDSTUFE BUT..  |[MAKEFONOF  / UNDER-
THE 600D KIDS, A WEAR....

MY DAD MARRIED
A SOPERMODEL .

;

THEN?
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DIDNT THAT TM GONNA
OPSET TELL HER Q00
QOUR MOMZC SAD THAT.
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DOES ANONE KNOW) THE
ANSER TO QUESTION
NOMBER ¢

TEACHER, WHAT PART OF OUR. |

BODX CONTROLS OOR
N BALA\CE? (

ANQBODS
AT ALL..7

THATS A GOOD QUESTION,
SALLY... ACTOALIR THE AREA

THAT CONTROLS DOR BALANCE
1S LDCATED IN OUR INNER EAR!

SIBH... ANSONE. OTHER
THAN JIMMY'S CAT
FRED...2!

(T'S NOT MQ FAULT ALL
THESE OTHER WIDS
ARE. D STOPIDL

AND JUST GHAT... 1S €0
FONNR, GENTLEMEN?
7} OUR NNER\  BA-
REARL S
HA!

TS ACTOALR Y 1T DOES
PRETTY GROSS, \ EXPLAIN A

OJHEN Q00 THINK JLOT OF MY
RALANCE

PROBLEMS,
THOUGH!
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